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The Dark Knight Returns is a comic book
series, originally published in 1986 by DC
Comics, dealing with both the origins and
career of the superhero Batman as well as
an explicit coming of age story for the
character. The series is set in the 1980s,
just after the debut of the original Batman
TV series, in a world that no longer
resembles the late 1970s, when the first
Batman feature film, a little-seen 1968
movie which was released on DVD last
year, is set. Batman is arguably the
archetype of the screen actor, as the all-
pervasive pop culture figure he has
become, be it TV, video games, or movies,
and I speak both as a comic book fan and
as a man of science, is the concomitant of
his being both the alter-ego and identity for
an archetype: Superman. Superman has
always been a heroic role model to both
boys and girls, and to that degree Batman
has, and has always, been the dark,
arguably the superior hero. In part
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because, however, Batman has never
needed to take on super- powers to be
both heroic and to empower his alter-ego
to be the hero; he just, in Miller's opinion at
least, can be. In this film, the visual
storytelling of the script reveals the change
that Miller brought to the genre by
changing the black-&-white into color, the
black-&-white into the sepia. But the result
is nothing short of startling: a violent,
violent movie where the Joker's permanent
wry smile can be seen as both a vampiric
greeting, and as the Joker's omnipresent
sense of humor. Most importantly, this final
episode in the Dark Knight trilogy is a richly
detailed, intensely personal and deeply
introspective exploration of Batman's
history and identity, in which the "New
Batman" archetype gradually emerges.
Frank Miller developed his vision of Batman
through a series of increasingly personal
essays, and he has written it here. Finally,
he concludes the story with a long, heroic,
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and timeless epilogue written at the end of
1986, in which the subject and tone of the
story return to an almost childlike
simplicity, with the death of a child.
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